Hyperemia of the intraperitoneal organs associated with scald burn.
A 65-year-old man with a history of cerebral infarction sustained scald burns over 54% of the body surface. In spite of adequate fluid therapy, respiratory management with an artificial ventilator, and continuous hemodiafiltration, the patient died on day 5 post-admission. Autopsy revealed necrotic change on the surface of the liver, and necrosis and perforation of the ileum. Histologic examination showed necrosis of the hepatocytes lining the surface and necrosis of the hepatocytes and congestion in the central area of the liver. We speculated that systemic responses to the extensive burn resulted in hyperemia of the intraperitoneal organs, thereby inducing acute liver failure and the subsequent development of multiple organ failure.